


Success Criteria

Aim
• I understand the term ‘plagiarism’ and how to avoid it.

• I can explain how to use other people’s work respectfully.

• I can explain what a citation is.

• I can write a citation.

• I can explain why plagiarism is harmful.



Your Amazing Ideas

Tell your partner when you last 
completed a piece of work you 
were proud of.

How do people know it belongs to you?



Your Amazing Ideas

How would you feel if someone 
wrote their name on your work? 

What about if someone removed your name and put the work on 
display somewhere without giving you credit for it?



We will be using some 
new words today - one 

was in the aim for 
this lesson.

New Words

Can anyone 
remember 

what it was?



New Words

plagiarism



New Words

Use a dictionary to find the 
definition of this word and write 
it on the top of your Copycats! 
Activity Sheet.



Plagiarism

Plagiarism is taking someone else’s ideas or work and pretending that 
they are yours. It might include copying text, pictures or videos that 
someone else has created. 

In school, this might include copying someone’s answers in a test. 

Online, plagiarism can be found everywhere. Photographers’ pictures 
are used by other people, bloggers could have big pieces of their 
writing stolen and musicians could have their songs and videos copied 
and posted by others pretending it’s them!



Plagiarism

Sometimes people do use work fairly. 
A person being inspired to use a 
lovely word in a story or a certain 
style of painting may not be 
plagiarism.

Look at the scenario on your card and 
decide in your pair if it is plagiarism. 

Record your idea on your sheet.



Why Not?

Why is plagiarism a bad thing?

The creator doesn’t get recognition.

The plagiariser might earn 
recognition or even money from it.

It is the same as cheating or lying.

It is stealing; especially if you 
make money from it.



Be a Good Copycat!

Sometimes, we might want to use 
somebody else’s work for the right 
reasons. Then we can use a…

citation

Find out what this means, then record it on your sheet.



Be a Good Copycat!

Sometimes, we want to use someone’s work because we 
like it so much and most of the time, that’s great! This is a 
good reason to post somebody else's content online.

If you want to do this, a good way of 
giving the person recognition and respect is 
by writing a citation, either above or below 
the work you have used.



Be a Good Copycat!

What do you think it is important to include in a citation?


